Sample Lesson Plan – Healthy Forests and Forest Restoration

Grade 9 Social Studies

Objective: 

Students will understand the impact of forests on the environment, learn ways that they can protect and promote forest health, take action to promote diversity in the schoolyard.  

Materials: curriculum unit, 

Plan: Using the ideas and input of students discuss the importance of forests and forest diversity in New Brunswick.

Introduction – using a map, show that Maine and New Brunswick make up the Acadian forest, the meeting place of the boreal forests of the north and deciduous forests of the south.  This forest contains many species of trees, animals, and plants.  

As a class make a list of the anything that might threaten the diversity of the forest.  This can be human activity, natural phenomena, etc.

Ask students why we want to continue the diversity in the forests.  You could make a list of these reasons, or just discuss them.

Activity – School ground naturalization.

After the lesson in forest diversity, introduce the idea of working to increase forests and forest diversity in New Brunswick.  You will need to be sure that the school is receptive to the idea, and may need to do some fundraising before the project can begin. 

Take one period to map out an area of your school ground that would be suitable for some tree and shrub planting.  Have students use paper and pencil to create a map showing the criteria marked out in Suggested Class Activities 1.  Have students work in groups to decide one type of plant that would be appropriate for the school grounds, and how they will be able to obtain the tree seed or seedling.  They will need to learn when the plant can be put into the ground, what conditions it needs, and what care will need to be taken.

Once students have put together information on several plants, you w 

