Sample Lesson Plan #2 – The Fair Trade Alternative

Grade 12 World Issues 

Objective: to teach students the distribution of money from purchases they make, show the benefits of fair trade, understand how their decisions affect others, and how they can educate others about Fair Trade issues 

Materials needed: fair trade curriculum unit, coffee mugs, chocolate bars

Plan (2 one hour periods)

1 Minute – Intro- Tell the class that you will be looking at the effects of trade on farmers and people around the world.  Introduce the 2 materials for the day: coffee and chocolate. 

5 Minutes -Divide the class into small groups and give each group either a chocolate bar or cup of coffee.  Ask the groups to imagine that each product costs exactly one dollar.  From that dollar they should figure out approximately how much of the dollar goes towards the following categories:

Coffee: growers, exporters, shippers and roasters, retailers

Chocolate:  overheads and other ingredients, supermarket, brand, taxes, farmer

As a large group, go over some of their guesses and show the actual numbers, focusing on the amount received by farmers.  Take a minute to discuss any surprise created by the numbers.  Did they expect that farmers/producers would receive a larger amount?  Did they realize how much was received by the stores?  

Explain that prices for good such as coffee have been declining in the past few years.  Ask how they think this affects the farmer.  (their already low prices are lowered, leads to increased poverty)  Explain that coffee and cocoa farmers are unable to wait for prices to change and must sell their crops when they are ready.  Some of the poorest people in the world produce the food that we purchase. 

5 Minutes - Read the opening article from the Fair Trade curriculum unit to reinforce the learning that has already been done.  Read up until the section on Fair Trade.  

Discussion (5 Minutes) 

Ask students if they have any comments on the Martin Luther King, Jr. quote from the article.

“Before you’ve finished your breakfast this morning, you’ll have relied on half of the world.”

Do they think that this is an acceptable situation?  What do they think is unfair about this situation?  What changes should be made to the system or to their eating habits?

What is Fair Trade?

Read the section on page 2 and 3 of the guide which deals with Fair Trade

Work with the students in the class to make up a table presenting the pros and cons of supporting fair trade goods such as coffee and chocolate.  Students should be able to list a few points for each side of the argument.

Examples

	Pro
	Con

	· farmers receive a better wage

· less poverty

	· pay a higher price for goods

· those working for large companies also need jobs



Ask is students would be willing to buy fair trade goods and discuss why or why not.  What would be needed to convince them to do so.

Group Activity (one class, plus time for presentations)

As a group have students come up with a way to promote fair trade within their schools and communities.  Ask groups or 2-3 students to design campaign to educate others about Fair Trade.  This could take the form of a radio ad, poster, magazine-style ad or any other format that you find to be appropriate.  These should incorporate some of the information that they have already learned.  They could also be provided with some of the websites in the curriculum unit to do additional research.

Give the groups 3 minutes each the following day to present their ideas and explain why they think that they would work.    

Vocabulary

Cash-crop – a crop that is grown for direct sale rather than as food for the grower or their livestock

Fair Trade - an alternative approach to trade aiming at sustainable development for disadvantaged producers by providing better trading conditions. 

Follow up

Look at the “A Day in Mexico” Interactive Web Unit Trade Unit to personalize the story of one Mexican boy as he works on a coffee plantation or devote another class to further investigation and activities on fair trade by integrating the additional teaching and learning materials listed below.

Additional Resources (Optional) : 

· Falls Brook Centre Slide Presentation “Fair Trade Coffee Production in Mexico”

· French Immersion Resources – Equiterre Vidéo: “L’Utopie Cafeinee: Le commerce equitable devenu realite” 2002, 24 min. 
