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The issue of climate change in Canada is as much a 
provincial matter as it is municipal, federal and 
personal.  The federal Government is working at an 
international level to strategize toward meeting now 
legally binding Kyoto Protocol targets: to reduce 
greenhouse gases in Canada, six per cent below 
1990 levels between 2008 and 2012.  
 
In New Brunswick, the province has committed to 
drafting and implementing a Climate Change Action 
Plan though it has delayed its release to the public 
for several years.  The province is currently operating 
under the New England Governors and the Eastern 
Canadian Premiers (NEG-ECP) conference Climate 
Change Acton Plan which calls for the stabilization of 
GHG emissions in the region at 1990 levels by 2010, 
a 10% reduction by 2020.  
 
David Coon, Policy Analyst for the Conservation 
Council of New Brunswick (CCNB) is positive about 
the creation of the new Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Agency and said that “firm targets and 
timelines will need to be set by the province if the 
issue of climate change is going to be addressed 
seriously in New Brunswick.”  One of the first 
initiatives was announced on November 7, 2005, a 
one-time $200 home heating oil rebate to help deal 
with skyrocketing oil and gas pricing (see back 
cover).   
 
Marc Belliveau, Director of Communications with the 
NB Ministry of Energy states “action by the Province 
will depend significantly on the level of federal 
funding assistance for emissions reduction 
programs, science and research, and adaptation to 
ongoing change.” 
 
The CCNB produced a report card, assigning an 
overall grade C+ on the accomplishments of the 
NEG-ECP plan available online at: 
www.conservationcouncil.ca/.   The report lists many 
areas of improvement for the province (see next page). 

This year, the David Suzuki Foundation released a 
report entitled All Over the Map comparing Provincial 
climate change reduction strategies.  New Brunswick 
faired relatively poorly in terms of climate change 
mitigation or adaptation actions.  The province 
ranked third behind Alberta and Saskatchewan with 
a 33% rise in emissions between 1990 and 2003 due 
to a rapid rise in electricity, heat and fossil fuel 
sectors. Since 1990, emissions have grown 186% in 
the fossil fuel sector.  This represents 38% of total 
emissions of Atlantic Canada. 

 
What then are the DSF and CCNB recommending 
for approaches to battling climate change?  As the 
climate change action plan makes its way through 
Cabinet, with the Ministry of Environment taking the 
lead, there are a few important elements that have 
been identified:  
 
·  Mothball Point Lepreau nuclear plant and invest 
instead in sustainable and renewable power options 
·  Implement long-term plan to phase out power 
production from coal and bunker C fuel oil. 
·  The commitment made in the provincial energy 
policy of 2000 to “promote cogeneration as the most 
energy efficient electricity generation option” needs 
to be implemented. 
·  The reduction of transportation-related emissions 
must become a focus of government policy, 
regulation and investment. 
·  Climate action needs to be placed higher on the 
Premier’s list of political priorities.  A concerted effort 
to negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding on 
Kyoto with the federal government would signal such 
a shift in priorities. 
 
The government of New Brunswick, through the 
Department of New Brunswick and Local 
Government, developed an Environmental Trust 
Fund which awarded $750,000 to communities for 
actions to address climate change.  The Falls Brook 
Centre is working at a community level on projects 
which can introduce a biodiesel production facility, 
more renewable energy education and access to the 
energy efficiency improvements in Carleton county.   
The efforts of both non-governmental organizations, 
interdepartmental government collaboration at all 
levels, and with community members across Canada 
will be required to address the spectrum of issues 
that climate change (caused principally by human 
activity) is bringing to New Brunswick.  

�
Premier Bernard Lord has said:   "We will honour 
commitments made as a partner in the Council of 
New England Governors and Eastern Canadian 
Premiers to meet greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction targets, as set out in the NEG-ECP 
Climate Change Action Plan." 
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BIODIESEL REDUCES HARMFUL EMISSIONS 
EMISSION TYPE 100% BIODIESEL 20% BIODIESEL 

Carbon Monoxide -43.2% -12.6% 

Hydrocarbons -56.3% -11.0% 

Particulates -55.4% -18.0% 

Nitrogen Oxides(NOx) +5.8% +1.2% 

Air Toxins -60% to –90% -12% to –20% 

Mutagenicity -80% to –90% -20% 

Carbon Dioxide * -78.3% -15.7% 

Source: National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) 
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The maintenance of genetic diversity is just as important 
to prepare for climate change, since individuals within a 
species may differ in their ability to tolerate increases in 
temperature and CO2 concentrations, or to withstand 
pests. Forest genetic diversity is maintained by ensuring 
that the regenerated forest originates from a broad base of 
parent trees that are well-adapted to the site. Because so 
many trees have already been eliminated from the land-
scape due to industrial forestry practices and the clearing 
of land for agriculture, it is crucial that we conserve as 
much of the remaining genetic diversity as possible. 
 
At Falls Brook Centre we encourage the conservation of 
all types of forest biodiversity in our forest stewardship 
program. To encourage the maintenance of community 
diversity we advocate for forestry practices on both 
Crown and private lands that maintain the full diversity of 
Acadian forest ecosystems.  
 
We grow a wide variety of tree and shrub species native 
to our region in our Acadian Forest Restoration Nursery. 
The seedlings we produce are used in multi-species plant-
ings to further restoration of the Acadian forest and main-
tain species diversity. We also grow a proportion of spe-
cies from slightly south of our region including black 
cherry, butternut, red oak, and burr oak, as well as more 
southerly species such as black walnut. Inclusion of these 
non-local species is done with the expectation that they 
may perform well as temperatures increase. The use of 
local and non-local native species from south of our re-
gion increases species diversity beyond that which cur-
rently exists in our forest region.  
 
To maintain genetic diversity, the seedlings of all species 
we grow are obtained from a broad mixture of high-
quality local seed sources. Such sources are best adapted 
to existing local conditions.  To broaden genetic diversity, 
in anticipation of climate change, we also grow seedlings 
that originate from more southerly sources within the spe-
cies range.  
 
Many of the seedlings in our nursery our grown from lo-
cal seed. We are thankful to all the enthusiastic tree seed 
collectors who continue to find us seeds from healthy ma-
ture trees as part of our Community Seed Tree Program.  
For more information about our Acadian Forest Restora-
tion Nursery and Community Seed Tree Programs, or if 
you have questions or comments about this article, con-
tact Lynn or Tegan at (506) 375-4310.   
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