Global Learning Opportunity:
Humanitarian Youth Exchange to Nicaragua & Honduras

Feb 28- March 10th, 2008

Dear Parents and Students,

Falls Brook Centre is planning our 5th Humanitarian Youth Exchange Trip to Nicaragua and Honduras for up to 15 students from New Brunswick. The trip would fall over March Break and allow students to learn about global issues and Central American history while in country.  There will be a mix of historical, cultural educational tours and hands-on practical experience of working at the community level on small sustainable development initiatives. The total cost for this trip will be $2500, with $560 for which a charitable receipt will be available.

The Falls Brook Centre has been working in Nicaragua with local organizations since 1999 and in Honduras since 2003 and has established an excellent rapport with the communities in the area. This will be the fifth Humanitarian Youth Exchange trip to Nicaragua and Honduras organized and coordinated by the Centre. 

All participating students will be expected to raise their own funds to take part in this exchange. Some guidance in fundraising will be provided.

All participating students will receive cultural training and preparation prior to departure and trip leaders will provide formal and informal support and discussion space throughout and after the trip for the student group.  This experience aims to foster deeper questioning and understanding of our perceptions of another culture and the world as a whole.

If you have any questions or would like more details, please call Alison at 375-4310. Applications will be accepted until October 15, 2007. Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely,

[image: image1.jpg]



Alison Shurvell 

Youth Education Coordinator

Falls Brook Centre

125 South Knowlesville Rd.

Knowlesville, New Brunswick

E7L 1B1

Phone: 375-4310

alison@fallsbrookcentre.ca
www.fallsbrookcentre.ca
Humanitarian Youth Exchange 2008: Nicaragua and Honduras
----STUDENT APPLICATION FORM----

Full Name (as on passport):_________________________________                Date of Birth:  _______________​____
School:  ________________________________________          Health Card Number: _________________________
Home Address:  ______________________________________________________        Town: ___________________ 
Province: ____________               Postal Code: ______________                  Phone Number: _____________________

Email:  _____________________________           Email of Parent or Guardian: _______________________________
	Please answer the following five questions on a separate page (all five answers should fit onto one page).

· Why do you want to participate in the Youth Exchange?  

· What do you think you might gain from this experience? 

· Have you ever been in a situation where you tried to communicate with someone who did not speak English?  If yes, what did you do to help communications?  If no, can you imagine how you could learn to communicate in different ways in that situation?

· What are some previous experiences you have had living in rustic living conditions? Travelling?
· What are some of your ideas to raise funds for this trip?



Do you know any Spanish?  

 None (         very little (        basic conversational  (       almost fluent  (     perfectly fluent (
*please note that it is not a requirement that you have any Spanish, translation will be provided.
Would you be willing to learn some Spanish and participate in evening and weekend training sessions?  

Yes (     No (
Do you have any food or other allergies? Please specify causes and severity:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a current passport?

Yes (
    No (
I understand that the Global Learning Exchange involves participating in the cultural training and fundraising before the trip, the group activities as planned in the itinerary, and a debriefing session after the trip.  


_______________________________________











signature of student/ date

I, _________________________, support my student’s participation in the Global Learning Exchange and will come to parent – student meetings prior to the departure of the group.









_______________________________________











signature of parent/ date
